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Every year I receive calls and e-mails from individuals asking me what is that ugly black 

warty growth on my plum and cherry trees? The culprit is Black knot. 

 

Black knot (causal organism Apiosporina morbosa), is a 
common disease of both wild, ornamental, and fruit bear-

ing plum and cherry trees.  Occasionally, black knot is ob-

served in apricots and peaches and other plants in the 

Prunus genus. Black knot is distinctly characterized by dis-

torted, black elongated gall-like growths on branches. Ini-

tially, this disease will infect fruiting spurs, stems and 

branches of susceptible plants, and occasionally the main 

trunk too.  

 

The infection window of Black knot occurs in the springtime when new growth is about 1-

inch long. Spores are moved through blowing winds and splashing rains, then discharged in 

moderate to heavy amounts during the pink blossom stage of cherry or plum and ends when 

new growth stops. 

 

Symptoms 
On infected plant parts, abnormal growth of bark and wood tissues produce small, light-

brown swellings that eventually rupture as they enlarge. In late spring, the rapidly growing 

young knots have a soft texture and become covered with a velvety, olive-green growth of 

the fungus. During summer, the young knots turn darker and elongate. By fall, they become 

hard, brittle, rough and black. The following growing season the knots enlarge and gradually 

encircle the twig or branch. The cylindrical or spindle-shaped knots may vary from one-half 

inch to a foot or more in length and up to 2 inches in diameter. Smaller twigs usually die 

within a year after being infected while larger branches may hang in there for several 

years before being girdled and killed by the fungus. As the disease progressively worsens 

each year Black knot will stunt or kill the tree unless effective control measures are taken. 

 

Control  
Several things can be done to control black knot: Buy disease-free trees and if possible 
resistant varieties such as President (plum).  Never accept trees with swollen branches or 

knots. Before you start your orchard, scout the vicinity and if possible, remove wild cher-

ries and plums near the orchard to remove sources of inoculum.  If you discover black knot 

in your landscape or orchard, remove all knots during the winter by pruning 6-8 inches be-

low the knot.  Continued on pg 4. 
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Honey bees are highly esteemed for providing honey, beeswax and other valuable hive products. Honey bees 

are important pollinators of almonds, apples, blackberries, blueberries, forage crops, cucurbits (e.g., squash) 

and more. Although highly cherished, honey bees can be a nuisance and threatening for those who are aller-

gic to bees.   

 

Webster’s definition of a swarm reads; “a great number of honeybees emigrating together from a hive in 

company with a queen to start a new colony elsewhere.”  Swarming is an advantage to the bees but is a disad-

vantage for beekeepers. As a result, beekeepers endeavor to manage their hives to reduce the incidence of 

“escapes” or swarming.  

 

Swarming usually occurs in late spring and early summer and begins in the warmer hours of the day. Typi-

cally, swarms cluster on an object, such as a tree branch, while scout bees search for a permanent nest site. 

A hanging swarm may assume any shape, depending on the surface it lands. Most hanging swarms are dark 

brown, round or oval and about the size of a basketball or watermelon.  

 

Although swarms may look threatening, most are not dangerous and are simply looking for a new home.  Usu-

ally, honey bees feed prior to swarming, which reduces their ability to sting and when away from the locale 

of their nest, are less defensive and unlikely to sting unless provoked. 

  

If a honey bee swarm lands on your property:  

● Avoid disturbing it. Keep children, pets and others away from the swarm. 

● If the swarm is located at a safe distance, then wait for it to fly away 

on its own. A swarm usually relocates to a permanent site e.g., a hollow 

tree, abandoned beekeeper's hive, or inside a hollow wall in about 24 

hours. 

● If the swarm poses a real risk to people or animals, find a local beekeeper who will be happy to re-

move it. Your county Extension Agent can refer you to local beekeepers who collect swarms. Note - 
not all beekeepers collect swarms, and some may charge a fee for their service. 

 

At times, swarms find their way into wall voids. To avoid this problem, seal openings such as holes, gaps in 

siding, and openings around plumbing or electric wires.  If you discover a bee colony nesting inside a wall, 

consider working with a beekeeper and carpenter team specific for this work. Pest control companies tend 

to avoid handling swarms because they involve unusual skill and liability risks.  

 

Beekeepers willing to extract bees within a wall, typically wait until evening when all bees are inside the nest. 

First they will locate the nest cavity by listening and observing and then begin removing the siding or neces-

sary timbers followed by vacuuming the bees off each comb layer. This process continues in succession until 

all the bees and combs are removed; followed by sealing off the void. Afterwards, it’s important to close up 

potential bee entry sites to avoid the risk of a new swarm quickly reoccupying the void. When the work is 

complete, it’s not uncommon to find a few disoriented worker bees on the outside surface where the nest 

entrance used to be. These lingering bees pose a minimal sting risk and typically die or relocate within a 

short period of time. 
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Lawns 
● Mow fescue and bluegrass lawns 3 inches high.   

● Be sure newly spring seeded lawns get 1 inch of water per week. 

● Check for white grubs under turf in late August.  Treat with insecticide if needed. 

● Submit soil samples for fall fertilizer recommendations. 

● Do not seed or fertilize fescue or bluegrass before the last week in August. 
 

Vegetables 
● Check vegetable garden daily for signs of diseases and insects. 

● Harvest vegetables while young and tender, picking early in the day for best quality.  Wait until 

leaves are dry before picking beans to avoid spreading disease. 

● Sow seeds for fall vegetable garden (Aug):  beets, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, bush 

beans, carrots, collards, kale, parsnips, squash, cucumbers and turnips. 

● Check sweet corn for corn earworms as silks emerge. 
● Harvest garlic when the bottom 2-3 leaves have at least half yellowed. 

● Dig potatoes when tops begin to die down. 

● Provide one inch of water per week around vegetables.  Watering deeply is better 

for root development than frequent shallow watering. 

● Side dress continuing crops.  Work material into the soil surface 4-6 inches from 

the plants. 
 

Fruits 
● Pick blackberries, blueberries, raspberries, peaches. 

● Prune the fruiting canes of raspberry and blackberry plants after harvest is over. 

● Remove suckers and water sprouts from fruit trees. 

● Continue fungicide/insecticide sprays on fruit trees and grape vines.  Be sure to follow label direc-

tions for pre-harvest interval. 
 

Trees Shrubs & Flowers 
● Fertilize and prune shrubs for the last time this season.  DO NOT prune spring-flowering shrubs 

now because buds are starting to form. 

● Be careful with string trimmers and mowers around trees and shrubs.   Young trees can easily be 

killed when bark is damaged. 

● Watch for crape myrtle aphids, bagworms, azalea lacebugs, Japanese beetles, spider mites.  Spray 

only if needed. 

● Stop pinching back chrysanthemums after July 4th. 

● Continue spraying rose bushes for disease control and feed for the last 

time by mid August. 

● Remove spent blooms from flower beds to encourage continued bloom. 

● Cut back and feed annuals to produce new growth and fall blooms. 

● Remove spent blossoms from purple coneflowers, daisies, Black-eyed 

Susans, and butterfly bush for blooms until frost. 

● Perennials to start from seed include: poppy, lupine, cardinal flower and Shasta daisy. 

 July-August Horticulture Tips 
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Knots remaining on the tree will only serve as a source for new in-

fections. Consider pruning in the early spring as a follow-up to re-

move missed knots from the winter. Sterilize pruners between cuts 

by dipping them in a 10% bleach or Lysol solution.  Burn, bury, or 

otherwise remove pruning’s from the area as they may still be an 

active source of infection. Severely infected trees should be re-

moved entirely. After pruning, a dormant spray of lime sulfur may 

help when pruning heavily infected trees. Later, fungicides such as 

Captan, Chlorothalonil, and Copper products have been effective 

against black knot and should be applied at budbreak and then every 

7-14 days prior to a rain event until terminal growth stops.  

Sincerely,Sincerely,Sincerely,Sincerely,    

Christy Bredenkamp, Extension AgentChristy Bredenkamp, Extension AgentChristy Bredenkamp, Extension AgentChristy Bredenkamp, Extension Agent    
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